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have a negative impact on him. We 
should instead—let me just offer this 
as a solution. Let’s go forward with 
some positive programs, rather than 
superseding State law with a heavy- 
handed, iron-fisted enforcement of laws 
controlling people’s private behavior 
and their private consumption of what 
they want to consume. Let’s put our ef-
fort into offering a positive alter-
native. 

For example, in high schools and col-
leges, and even in grade schools, we can 
have drug testing. In our military, we 
can have drug testing. But it is not 
drug testing to put someone in jail. If 
you do it that way, you can’t do that 
legally. You can’t force someone to tes-
tify against themselves. But if you say: 
We want to see if you have a problem, 
and you are not going to get a driver’s 
license if you don’t pass drug free; and 
you can be given a drug test in high 
school at any time, and if your test 
comes back negative, you talk to the 
family of a young person who has been 
tested and has been using some kind of 
drug. 

We can do those types of things. We 
can do those things that aren’t aimed 
at obliterating someone’s future by 
giving them a felony conviction for 
having a little bit of marijuana on 
them. That is ridiculous. 

And we don’t need to give the drug 
cartels all the money in making sure 
that people in the old folks’ home down 
the street don’t get to smoke mari-
juana to take care of their arthritis. 
That is all ridiculous. 

Now we are facing this challenge 
here. This will be a vote this week. I 
would ask my colleagues: Please, let us 
have the amendment that we have had 
for 3 years, keep the status quo of let-
ting the States handle this issue, let 
the States do that. This is a States’ 
rights issue. Thomas Jefferson would 
be for us. 

At the same time, if we do not get a 
vote on this and they try to hide be-
hind it—we are not even going to get a 
chance to vote on it, thus we are not 
going to be held accountable for elimi-
nating this freedom that we have and 
this federalism that we have—if we 
don’t get that vote, I am asking my 
colleagues, especially my Republican 
colleagues—and I ask the public to pay 
attention to how people vote—a vote 
for the rule if this amendment, if the 
Rohrabacher-Blumenauer amendment 
is not permitted, then a vote for the 
rule is a vote for giving money to the 
drug cartels, it is a vote for elimi-
nating the law as it is today, which is 
leaving it up to the States and bringing 
the Federal Government back to our 
local and State areas in an enforce-
ment mode. We don’t need that. 

If we don’t get this, if my amend-
ment, the Rohrabacher amendment, is 
not permitted, I would hope that my 
colleagues would join me in voting 
against the rule, which sends that bill 
back to the committee, to the Rules 
Committee, where they will then either 
add it or not, but at least gives us a 

chance to have a direct vote on it again 
if we defeat it the first time. 

So I say strike a blow for freedom, 
make sure we have reaffirmed the idea 
of federalism, personal responsibility, 
not government controls over our lives, 
let’s do what our Founding Fathers did, 
let’s strike a blow for liberty. 

That is what this is about: liberty. 
And it is not about having power in the 
hands of the Federal Government to 
come down and tell us how to run our 
lives and centralizing power in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

So I ask my colleagues to join me in 
voting for my amendment if it is per-
mitted on the floor and, if it is not, to 
vote against the rule on the appropria-
tions bill for the Justice Department. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

LEWIS of Minnesota). Pursuant to 
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares 
the House in recess subject to the call 
of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 15 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 11 o’clock 
and 47 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3354, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2018; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO 
SUSPEND THE RULES; AND 
WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE 
ON RULES 
Mr. COLE, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–295) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 500) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 3354) making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2018, and for other purposes; providing 
for consideration of motions to suspend 
the rules; and waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. LAMBORN (at the request of Mr. 

MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
flight delays. 

Mr. CUMMINGS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of medical leave. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of 
husband’s health. 

Mr. SUOZZI (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of moth-
er’s funeral. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I move that 

the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 11 o’clock and 48 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, September 6, 2017, at 10 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2348. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Louisiana; Vola-
tile Organic Compounds Rule Revision and 
Stage II Vapor Recovery [EPA-R06-OAR-2013- 
0167; FRL-9965-62-Region 6] received August 
18, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2349. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Major New Source Review [EPA-R03- 
OAR-2016-0052; FRL-9966-78-Region 3] re-
ceived August 18, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2350. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Airspace Designations; Incorpo-
ration by Reference [Docket No.: FAA-2017- 
0798; Amendment No.: 71-49] received August 
31, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

2351. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Amendment of Class D and E 
Airspace; Hilo, HI [Docket No.: FAA-2017- 
0222; Airspace Docket No.: 17-AWP-8] re-
ceived August 31, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

2352. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Incorporation by Ref-
erence of ICAO Annex 2; Removal of Out-
dated North Atlantic Minimum Navigation 
Performance Specifications [Docket No.: 
FAA-2016-9154; Amdt. No.: 91-348] (RIN: 2120- 
AK88) received August 31, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

2353. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class D 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:29 Sep 06, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05SE7.040 H05SEPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:59:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




